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to the reformed service. This defiance, and the
scathing attacks that he launched on the Church,
produced great enthusiasm among the people, but
it alarmed the Catholics. Mary of Guise was
begged to put a stop to this dangerous preacher,
but she refused to take any action. She asked,
however, for particulars of him, and found that
there existed considerable doubt regarding his
identity. Having lived in England for five years
he had acquired an English turn of speech, and
some of the Court thought him an Englishman.
The Archbishop of Glasgow knew better. " Nay,"
he said, cc no Englishman, it is Knocks, that
knave"
Knox was permitted to proceed on his preaching
tour, without interference, throughout the winter,
and delivered sermons in Edinburgh, Fifeshire,
and Ayrshire. The Catholics, however, had
become ever more anxious of the effect of such
preaching, and on the I5th of May, 1556, he was
summoned to present himself at Blackfriars, in
Edinburgh, to answer charges of heretical teach-
ing. Knox had no intention of refusing the
challenge, but John Erskine of Dun, one of the
most prominent of the leaders of the Protestant
movement, and a number of other gentlemen
accompanied him to the hearing. The Catholics
had not expected the preacher to come with such
support, and, feeling unsure of their ground^
withdrew the charge. Knox and his bodyguard